


Students choose out-of-state schools 
By DeeAnn Gohl 

What college are you planning to attend? This important question is ask
ed and contemplated often. Some find just what they are looking for right 
here in Sout� Dakota, but �t�er� pr�fer to g� out of state. But why? "For
more educational opportunities, said one Riggs senior. Others just want 
to get away, out of South Dakota. 

. In 1986, 62% of the counties in this state lost population, but the popula
tion they lost has been the 18-30 year olds, those people who have 
graduated from South Dakota's educational system and cannot find the 
opportunitie� in �his state for work or to pursue their life goals. 

The state 1s trying to keep more South Dakota students in South Dakota 
after graduation. State Universities like SDSU and USO are trying to work 
out a program that would offer a full-ride scholarship for those students 
in the top 5 percent of their graduating class. Those students would have 
to keep their grades up in college. There are problems arising though, 
because the top 5 percent of the class differs from city to city. 

. Ideas like this are being generated to lure students and to keep them
in state. Some st�dents said that if such a program were to become a reality, 
they would stay m state to further their education. This concept as well 
as others that could make a difference in South Dakota's future need to 
be explored. 
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Students reminisce about Christmas gifts 
By Cathy Pohlman 

Happiness fills the halls as the 
Holiday's approach. Our senses are 
overloaded with songs, Santa, and 
the Christmas Spirit. Our hearts are 
set on the giving-not necessarily the 
receiving end of Christmas. 

Although it may seem like an eter
nity, we eventually open up all of the 
goodies that have been sitting under 
the tree since Thanksgiving. 
Sometimes we unwrap a gift and 
wonder what exactly was going on in 
the head of the person as they were 
buying us such an odd present. 

This month "What the People Say" 
asked students: "What was the 
wierdest present you've ever receiv
ed?" 

Le tte rs11
--�--�

I think students should show more 
re.$pect .to the Riggs High janitors and 
lunch ladies. The janitors always have 
the floors mopped so clean until the 
students go stomping on it with mud 

-

all over their shoes. The janitors keep · 
the bathroom sparkling and then the 
students puke ·on the floors and spit 

on the mirrors. And I suppose the 
lunch ladies try to do the best they 
can with the food they get. So at least 
you can show these people some 
courtesty. 

Sincerely, 
Kevin Zickrick 

I would like to know why we, as a 
student body, get the Boys State A off 

_, 

- / 
. Tim Thelen (Sr.): I got a curling
iron from my Grandma! 

Future Christmas -looks bleak 

By Rodes Fishburne 
Christmas has long been a tradition of the United States. In the beginning 

stockings were filled with goodies and presents and the spirit of Christmas 
and sharing were strong. Now it seems that we have become greedy as our 
nation ages. 

We do not focus on the spirit of Christmas, but only the presents that go 
along with it. What will the future hold for this holiday se_ason? 

In the future Christmas trees will be replaced by fake, synthetic, pine
fragranced creations that have tong ago shed their Christmas image; Individual 
presents will be forgotten and replaced by family package bargains to exotic 
faraway places. -

On Christmas morning children will run downstairs to be met by Amercian 
Express travel checks stuffed into stockings. Santa Claus will long ago have 
been lost in the shuffle and will appear on the least remembered list of the 
year 2087. 

Barbie dolls will have grey hair, and Ken wi.11 sport a wheel chair. Among 
Christmas presents Van Halen albums will be the most prized items on earth. 
Mick Jaggar and Tina Turner will have a Christmas album for only $19.95. 

Children will sit in mud puddles of acict rain instead of making sn9w men. 
The future looks bleak for the Holiday season, but we always can rriake this 

year's the best ever. Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

and not the Girls State A? America Why can't students have pop in 
has in its constitution that every man Study Hall? There are many reasons 

crease due to students buying more 
pop. 

is equal, yet we are not equal. Is the why having it would be a good idea. 
Boys State A more important than 1. Many people are thirsty during
that of the Girls State A? Even if we - Study Hall. 
could not get them both off, why not 2. Caffeine wakes people up in the
switch them off every year. We could · morning, this would make you more 
have Boys State A one year and the·· · alert for the long school day ahead. 
Girls State A the next year. I think that -- 3. Due to the hot weather, a cold 
our school should be fairer than it is . pop would taste _good. 

Mishelle Johnston 4. The schools income would in-

5. And last but not least - Afternoon
classes don't get a snack bar, so a 
pop- might take the place of a 
beverage at the snack bar. 

I hope after hearing these sugges
tions, the School Board will approve 
of this gesture. 

Chad Knecht 

Linda Powell (Soph.): Garfield 
underwear. 
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Exchange students sharecustoms 
By Karen Peta 

'Frohliche Weihnachten' means 
Merry Christmas in German. 'Teliz 
Ano Nuevo' means Happy New Year 
in Paraguay. T hese are phrases that 
Riggs foreign exchange students 
might say to you around Christmas. 

Holger Johann is from Germany 
and Fabricio Royg (Tali) is from 
Paraguay. T his year these two 
students will be experiencing 
American culture and also an 
American Christmas. Holger is cur
rently staying with Greg and Shirly 
Swanson. 

Even though Holger celebrates 
Christmas in Germany, the Germans 
have many customs different from 
those in America, such as having two 

Christmas trees, one inside and one 
outside. 

T he outside tree is decorated with 
many lamps while the one inside is 
decorated with tinsel, candles, and 
ornaments which are on the tree and 
are also placed on the tables. 

T he American Santa Claus has a 
counter part in Germany called Saint 
Nicolas or Chris Kringle. On the fifth 
of December everyone places their 
shoes outside of their door, and on 
the morning of the sixth, people of all 
ages find candy or presents in their 
shoes. 

T he German Christmas Day meal 
is quite similiar to the American meal, 
but it is quite different in Paraguay 
with Tali. In Paraguay people tradi-

ENJOYING THE SCENERY ... Tali Royg, Paraguay, observed the 
Canadian Geese on Capitol Lake. (Photo by Kirsten Levisen) 

Publications win Top of Class 
Pierre High School publication staff 

members can add another success to 
their string of wins from the South 
Dakoa High School Press Association 
press convention, the Top of Class 
award. 

Governor adviser Susan 
Stoneback and Gumbo advisor Terry 
Peterson were notified recently that 
the Riggs newpaper and yearbook 
together earned the most cumulative 
points for the Class One Top of Class 
Award. 

Both publications must earn an All 
State ranking to be considered for the 

award, "An error in calculations has 
caused us to neglect presenting you 
with the award that is given each year 
at the convention," wrote Mary Per
pick, SDHSPA director. 

"Our students spend a great deal 

of time and energy to produce quali

ty publications for Riggs,'' said Mrs. 
Stoneback . "Naturally, we were 
delighted to learn that these efforts 
have been recognized." 

T he Top of Class award is the se
cond in two years for the Governor 
and Gumbo staffs. 

Welcome New Students 

Chad Daw, 10 
Stevensville, MT 

Barb Laird, 10 
Rapid City, SD 

Eric Christopherson, 12 Christina Corwin, 11 
Desmet, SD · Cupertino, CA 

Cindy Tucker, 10 
Clark, SD 

Greg Halvorson, 10 
Las Vegas, NE 

tionally eat chicken or beef, and 
usually eat a lot of vegetables and 
fruit instead of pie. 

T hey celebrate Christmas by going 
to church at 10 p.m. and then return 
home to open presents. But while we 
sing about a white wonderland, they 
have no snow in Paraguay. If South 
Dakota weather is true to form, Tali 
will probably be experiencing his first 
white Christmas with Dave Cate, his 
Pierre host. 

Tali enjoys music, soccer and run
ning with the cross country team. His 
favorite food in America is apple pie, 
but back home Tali enjoys mandioca, 
which is like a hard rice ball or rice 
cake. 

Back home Tali has two sisters, and 
two brothers and a dog named Meyer. 

'' I expect my experiences here to 
heip me to form better relationships 
and be more open. I'm changing and 
I think I will continue to change,'' Tali 
stated. 

School in Paraguay is quite dif
ferent from school at Riggs. Students 
in Paraguay have only four hours in 
school with six classes at 40 minutes 
per class. T hey also stay in one room 
while the teachers change class 
rooms, the same procedure followed 
in Germany. 

Holger enjoys swimming, snow ski
ing and listening to music. He also 
has an aquarium in which he keeps 
fish. His favorite food in Germany is 
Wiener Schnitzel, but he has 
substituted steak as his favorite 
American food. He considers tacos to 
be the worst American dish. 

Holger Johan 

T he drir:iking age and driving a�c1 
are different in both countries. In '1er
many, people have to be 18 yea1 sold 
to drink and tc;> get a license which will 
cost about $1,000, but will never need 
to be renewed. However, a DWI will 
force a one-year suspension. 

In Paraguay there is no limit on 
drinking because the water is so un
palatable. In Paraguay one needs to 
be 18 years old to get a license which 
will cost about $12 and must be 
renewed every 10 years. 

Living with exchange families and 
sharing customs, traditions and 
holidays helps to draw people of the 
world together-the main goal of the 
American Field Service program. 
Frohliche Weihnachten, Teliz Ano 
Nuevo, and _Happy Holidays! 

THE MIRACLE WORKER ... Katy Bauder, DaWanda Pesicka, 
Tracy Deis, Steve Stofferahn, Mary Fjelstad, and Jenny Joens 
concentrate on their parts. (Photo by Heath Tople) 

Governor discusses· continued P. 1 

school's priorities are going to be. 
T he school board members simply 
reflect their constituents, he said. 

"Until the students and parents 
decide the teachers' salaries are the 

number one priority, they aren't going 
to be,'' the Governor continued. 

T he twenty-one drinking age, which 
will go into effect in South Dakota in 
April, is another issue which will af
fect the state's youth. 

"It was a long time ago since I was 
17 or 18, but I knew then and I know 
now that if you want a beer you' re go
ing to get one, regardless of how old 
you are.' 

".However, I am concerned that by 

closing down a legal place, the kids 
might drink elsewhere and drive 
more. I would rather see the em
phasis placed on alternatives to drink
ing beer," Gov. Mickelson said. 

Gov. Mickelson certainly has plans 
for South Dakota, and he also has the 
determination to carry out those 
plans. However, he admits the path to 
the Governor's office hasn't always 
been easy. 

"When I started running for gover
nor, nobody gave me a snowball's 
chance in heck of winning. It was just 
s?mething I wanted tp do. If I h�d my 
high school years to do over again, 
my advice would be to do the very 
best you can,'' he said. 


